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Editor’s Note
As always we need some input for the newsletter no matter how small. Nine members attended the QLD reunion and
enjoyed meeting up with old friends. Well done Queensland committee.We wish you all a Happy Christmas and New
Year.
Next Meeting Sunday 27th January 2013
Mick & Jill Surfield

Skipper’s Log
Hi Folks,
Well here we are again approaching the Festive Season in which we not only swap presents, give good wishes and
enjoy lots of festive food we also remember that for the believers the season is about the birth of Christ.
The picnic went off with the usual fun for a good day out. The weather treated us fine; the crowds were thin which
gave us plenty of parking space and room to move with 18 of our faithful attending. Missing from our group was Mike
Day who happened to be in England. Mike actually rang that night from the UK asking how the picnic went. Some
people got lost because they could not see the Red Ensign.
We take this opportunity to wish Mike Day a Happy 90th birthday.
Anne and myself wish to thank you for your fellowship and support throughout the year and
hope you all have a very Happy Christmas and healthy and prosperous New Year.
This reminds me none of us are getting any younger so you will appreciate the next four
paragraphs.
1)

An elderly couple had dinner at another couple’s house and after eating the wives left the table and went to
the kitchen. The two gentlemen were talking and one said ‘last night we went to a new restaurant and it was
really great, I would recommend it very highly’. The other man said ‘what is the name of this restaurant’?
The first man thought and thought and finally said ‘what is the name of that flower you give to someone you
love. You know the one that is red and has thorns’. ‘Do you mean a rose’? ‘Yes that is the one’ replied the
man. He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled ‘Rose what is the name of that restaurant we went to last
night’?

2) A senior citizen said to his 80 year old buddy – ‘so I hear you are getting married. Do I know her’? ‘Nope’.
‘This woman is she good looking’? – ‘Not really’ – ‘is she a good cook’? –‘No she can’t cook too well’.
‘Does she have lots of money’? ‘Nope poor as a church mouse’. ‘Well then is she good in bed’? ‘I don’t
know why in the world do you want to marry her then’? – ‘Because she can still drive’ he replied.
3)

A man was telling his neighbour – ‘I just bought a new hearing aid and it cost me $4000 but it is state of the
art. It is perfect’. ‘Really answered the neighbour what kind is it’? ‘12.20’ He replied.

4) A couple in their nineties are having problems remembering things. During a check-up the doctor tells them
that they are physically OK but they might want to start writing things down to help them remember.
Later that night while watching TV the old man gets up from his chair – ‘want anything in the kitchen’? He
asks. She replied – ‘will you get me a bowl of ice cream’ – ‘Sure’ he said – ‘don’t you think you should write
it down’ she asks –‘ No I can remember it’ he says. ‘Well I would like some strawberries on top too’ she
says. ‘Maybe you should write it down so as not to forget it’. He says ‘I can remember that, you want a bowl
of ice cream with strawberries on top’. ‘I would also like some whipped cream’ she said – ‘I am certain you
will forget that so write it down’. He says’ Oh for goodness sake I got it’. After about twenty minutes the old
man returns from the kitchen and hands his wife a plate of bacon and eggs. She stares at the plate for a
moment and says – ‘where is my toast’?
Tony
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From the Almoner’s desk
Such good news to report that John Hines, after spending several days in ICU in Flinders Medical Centre is recovering
well after heart valve replacement surgery, well done John.
Our dear friend Margaret Maddocks also came through hip surgery well, but unfortunately she and John had a car
accident where she sustained ankle injuries and John bruising. Our best wishes are with you both.
On our special thoughts list are Jan who has been unwell and Peter Rix who is about to have another knee
replacement. I must make mention of our stoic uncomplaining Vindi boy Les Cook who has had a setback in his battle
with Multiple Myeloma. Les we admire your indomitable Vindi spirit.
Birthday list October – December
October – Jill and Marlene
November – Betty and Mike Day who celebrated his 90th
December – Keith and Mick
At our last meeting at the Port Dock Brewery, Winston wrote these apt lines on a board: It is a good thing to be rich,
and a good thing to be strong. But it is a better thing to be loved by many friends.
How true that is.
Every good wish for the festive season and may the new year of 2013 be a happy and fulfilling one.
Anne Withey
PICNIC IN THE PARK
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HMS THETIS
HMS Thetis commenced her sea trials for engine and steering in March 1939. During this time the steering gear
malfunctioned due to the steering having been connected round the wrong way, hence when the order was given to go
to starboard she would go to port and vice versa. It was strange that this problem was not picked up by the Admiralty
supervisors.
It was intended to carry out diving trials in the Gare Loch, on the west coast of Scotland, the regular site for such trials
but during the initial test of the hydroplanes they jammed in the hard to dive position. Despite all efforts it could not
be shifted resulting in the trials being postponed.
Under the command of Lieutenant Commander G.H. Bolus (RN) His Majesty’s Submarine Thetis sailed from
Birkenhead on 1st June 1939 to commence her dive trial. Thetis was a new Group 1-T Class submarine and her
performance was eagerly awaited by all those on board. She carried a crew of 53, but on this day there were 50
passengers as well. These were engine fitters, ship fitters and electricians all employed by Cammell Laird and Vickers
Armstrong along with two staff from a catering firm to cater for the reception that would follow the trials. There were
eight Naval Officers, some commanding their own submarines who were anxious to experience the trials and lastly the
Mersey Pilot, Norman Willcox.
Five hours after she set sail she sank, her bow was stuck in the mud some 160ft below the surface. She was 38 miles
from land.
As the Thetis made her way to Liverpool Bay from Birkenhead, she was escorted by the Liverpool tug Grebecock
under the command of Mr A E Godfrey. Before commencing the first dive the tug received a signal at 1.30pm from
Thetis saying that all passengers would remain on the submarine for the dive trial.
At 2pm the crew on board the tug heard the air rushing out of the Thetis tanks when the main vent had been opened.
The Thetis disappeared slowly beneath the surface and over the next 50 minutes she appeared to be having difficulty
getting below the surface, then at 2.58pm she went down suddenly.
It appeared that when Lt. Cdr. Bolus gave the order to dive it was found that she needed more weight forward. This
would require taking on more water in numbers 5 and 6 forward tubes which should have been filled with water
anyway in the absence of torpedoes. When the bow/ cap outer door is opened to flood the tube, its essential that the
rear door is closed, otherwise the submarine will very quickly flood. To control the flooding of the tubes there are
small holes that can be opened on the rear doors releasing the water in a controlled manner when the tube is full. If no
water drips out this indicates that there is very little water or none present in the tubes. The rear door can then be
opened safely. Whilst being painted and enamelled during construction these holes did not appear to have been
plugged and were painted over sealing the holes. This one simple error could point to the demise of HMS Thetis.
According to the paper work showing that no. 5 and 6 tubes were filled with water those responsible for executing the
dive were at a loss as to why she would not dive. It was decided to check no. 5 tube for the presence of water. The
inspection lever was opened releasing a small drop of water which would indicate very little or no water present.
Being unaware that the inspection holes were blocked with paint a decision was made to open the rear door of no. 5
torpedo tube. Unfortunately no one was aware that the bow cap was open, the lever to open the rear door stuck before
it could be fully opened. Extra manpower was needed before the lever could be pushed to the open position; the men
were knocked off their feet as the compartment quickly filled with water flooding the area.
More power had been applied to the engines and the angle of the hydroplanes put to hard dive, this, combined with the
sudden increase in weight in the forward compartment sent the Thetis to the bottom uncontrolled. The crew were
unable to close the hatch between compartments as a locking bolt caught between the hatch and the hatch seating had
prevented this. When the Thetis hit the bottom this forced the men to abort any attempt to free the hatch as the lights
had failed. As they moved to the second compartment the same problem happened to that hatch, both compartments
quickly flooded. The hatch into the third compartment was however successfully closed preventing tons of seawater
flooding into the Thetis through no. 5 tube.
There were two escape chambers on Thetis one forward and one aft, also sufficient deep sea escape apparatus for all
103 people onboard. Normally there would have been 36 hours of air onboard but owing to the increase of numbers
this was reduced to 18 hours. Settling on the bottom at 160ft and one mile away from her escort sitting on the surface,
who by now were convinced that something was amiss.
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Thetis should have surfaced after 15 minutes to commence another dive. The escort tug Grebecock realising that the
time for Thetis to surface had long since passed, a signal was then sent to the shore support. The tug unfortunately was
not equipped for such an emergency and had drifted in the strong current some four miles from where the Thetis lay.
Darkness was closing in and the position of the Thetis was lost.
Meanwhile, onboard Thetis a decision was made to empty
the after tubes which would in effect raise the stern,
allowing approximately 18ft of the 270ft submarine to show
above the water as she was laying at an angle in 160ft of
water. The after escape hatch would still be 20ft below the
water line so no attempt could be made until a surface craft
was above to retrieve those onboard.
At 7.45am a search place spotted a black object sitting out of
the water, finally confirming that the Thetis had been
located. This was 18 hours since her fateful dive.
Conditions onboard Thetis had deteriorated with the men
very weak due to the lack of oxygen. When surface craft
arrived they immediately hammered on the hull to alert
those onboard that help had arrived. An escape attempt
would require the use of breathing apparatus and entering the chamber which would be filled with sea water. The
hatch could then be opened for the escape 20ft to the surface. Only four men were able to escape by this method, by
which time the rest of those onboard were too weak to secure the hatch in the escape chamber allowing seawater to
flood the vessel.
The tremendous strain put on the hawsers that were secured to Thetis parted due to the extra weight of the water in the
vessel and HMS Thetis sank below the surface and finally rested on the bottom of Liverpool Bay.
Three months later and after many attempts HMS Thetis was finally raised and beached. During the recovery attempt
Petty Officer Henry Otho Perdue of the salvage ship Tedworth became the 100th casualty when his guide rope became
snagged on the Thetis. After a long struggle, the guide rope freed shooting him quickly to the surface, causing him to
suffer the bends. He died on 23rd August 1939. When the bodies were recovered most of them were buried in a mass
grave at Holyhead. Lt. Cdr. G.H. Bolus (RN) was buried at sea.
Survivors: Captain J Oram RN. Lt. Woods RN. Leading Stoker Walter Arnold. Mr Frank Shaw

HMS THUNDERBOLT
Following the salvage operation, the battered hull of
the Thetis was completely stripped on its return
from Anglesey where she had been beached after
being salvaged. If this had happened in peacetime
she probably would have been scrapped, but with
the threat of war she was refitted and resumed
service in November 1939 with the 3rd Submarine
Flotilla under the new name of HMS Thunderbolt
under the command of Lt Cecil Crouch.
On the rear doors of each torpedo tube a
modification was fitted which became universally
known in the submarine service as the ‘Thetis Clip’.
This consisted of a single clip preventing the door
from opening more than a fraction when the main
lever was opened, thus reducing the flow of water
in case of a mishap. The ships company consisted
of volunteers who were aware that the submarine
was the old Thetis.
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On the 3rd December 1940 when the battle of the Atlantic was at its height in the company of Tribune and Cachelot
Thunderbolt went into action, escorted by the Cutty Sark an armed yacht. Thunderbolt parted company with the other
submarines and headed south into her designated patrol area. She made her first kill on the 15 th December, the Italian
submarine Tarantini.
By 1943 the trouble that had befallen Thetis had been forgotten and Thunderbolt had sunk seven ships by torpedo and
six by gun action, she had also served on two special assignments. With their confidence high they proceeded on their
sixth Mediterranean patrol. A large convoy was sighted on the 12th March being escorted by a single Italian sloop, the
largest freighter Esterel was picked out by the Thunderbolt and torpedoed. Turning away to escape the pursuit of the
sloop Cicogna she left the freighter sinking. Capitano Di Corvetta Augusto Migliorini, the commander of the sloop
proceeded to hunt the Thunderbolt by using eco sounding equipment. At 8.45am on 14th March he was immediately
above the submarine, as he started to attack Thunderbolts periscope was sighted some ten feet away on the starboard
bow. Thunderbolt did not stand a chance after 24 depth charges were thrown from their racks. As the water settled the
submarine’s stern rose from the sea to almost 90degrees from horizontal and disappeared from the surface.
This was the second time in her life that her stern had broken the surface, but this time she plunged 3,000feet to the
bottom of the Mediterranean and this time she would not return.
The following announcement was made by the admiralty. ‘The admiralty regrets to announce that on the 2nd June 1943
His Majesties submarine Thunderbolt must be considered lost’. This was exactly four years after the survivors had
escaped from the Thetis. This was to be the final chapter of the Thetis/Thunderbolt.

Mike Day
th

14 November 1922
To an ancient mariner a greeting we will send
Although we missed you birthday it’s got there in the end
We wish you health and happiness a toast we’ll drink to you
From all us Vindi sailors and their ladies too.
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NORTH CARR LIGHTSHIP - The last manned lightship in Scotland
The North Carr rocks are situated 1.7 miles off Fife Ness which is the turning point for vessels entering the Forth and
bound for the Tay. The first lightship went on station in 1887 at a position of about 1 mile off the North Carr beacon at
which time the low light on the Isle of May some 7 miles away was no longer needed. This lightship had a wooden
hull and sheathed in copper below the water line and was on loan from Trinity House.
Two year later in 1889 this vessel was replaced by a purpose built ship for the Northern Lighthouse Board, built by
Alex Stephen & Son of Dundee because of their experience of building wooden ships for the whaling industry. This
carried a crew of six and one officer. The purpose of the North Carr lightship was essentially for use as a fog signal
not a light vessel. The light being used more for the prevention of another vessel running into it.
The third and final
lightship was built at a
cost of £15,430.00 by
A&J Inglis of Glasgow.
She was built of steel
and
required
over
hauling ever three years,
and towed whenever it
was necessary to move
her as she had no power
to propel her. The
dominating feature was
the lighthouse tower
with
a
lightening
conductor 40 feet above
sea level. A total of
eleven seamen were required to operate the ship. During the Second World War, except when needed by the navy all
lights were extinguished, at this time the North Carr lightship was moved to a station between the Mull of Kintyre and
Mull of Galloway to mark the entrance of the Clyde.
December 1959 saw the coast of Scotland battered by the worst gales for years and the lightship broke away from her
moorings on the 8th December. The Broughty Ferry lifeboat Mona capsized on her way to assist in the rescue, she was
lost with all hands. The lightship finally anchored about 900 yards off the shore at Kingsbarns and on 9 th December
the crew were taken off by helicopters when attempts to tow her failed. For the helicopters to make the rescue the
crew removed the 40ft aftermast and climbed onto the chart house roof. The vessel was finally taken in tow on the 11 th
December, repaired at Leith and was back in service on 16th March 1960.
In 1975 the lightship was replaced by a lighted buoy powered by solar panels, the old 1921 beacon can still be seen to
mark the North Carr reef.
The North East Fife District Council bought her in1976 where she was based in Anstruther harbour and used as a
floating museum.
In 2002 she was moved to Victoria Dock, Dundee and operated by the Maritime Volunteer Service as a base for
training and meetings.
To save the lightship from the scrap yard, in September 2010 a bid of £1.00 was made by Taymara, a Dundee based
maritime charity and accepted. An estimated £500,000.00 would be needed for restoration.
What happened to the Mona is not really known as there were no witnesses. The alarm was raised when she was
spotted on the beach south of Carnoustie, there was no sign of life. On the 13th December she was pulled clear by the
lifeboat Duke of Montrose and the following day towed to Cockenzie in the Forth.
On confidential orders from a senior RNLI official in London the Mona was secretly burned at Cockenzie on the 18th
March 1960.

7

Many years ago
Before they went to sea
Some bright eyed chaps left home
To train on the Vindi.
When training was over
They went their separate ways
Some going off from Dover
Or from other ports and bays.
Some travelled far and wide
For months on end at sea
Working side by side
Hard work they would agree.
After a trip was done
And before they left their boats
They would queue up one by one
To receive their pay off notes
Some would head straight home
Or sign on another ship
Eager still to roam
The unknown in that next trip.
There were those that took their pay
And went off to land and trees
A few weeks off before that day
When again they sailed the seas.
They were the young ones
Adventurous lads
They knew their onions
They’d be just like their dads.
Fearless and strong
Eager and bold
Their years would be long
They would never get old.
Now with their sailing years gone by
And time left to reflect
They’d sailed the seas and gave it a try
Never knowing what quite to expect.
Who would have thought
Back many a year
They’d be down at The Port
Now sharing a beer.
Anne Iles
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